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SPEECH  BY  SIR  RICHARD  McBRIDE 

IN  MOVING  THE  SECOND  READING 

OF 

The  Pacific  Great  Eastern  Bill 


Mr.  Speaker,  In  risins  to  move  the 
secnnJ  ro:i<iing  of  the  hill  "lOW  hefore 
I'arlimiicnt.  I  desire  to  make  a  few 
hrlef  ex|)lnnatloiis,  first  respecting  the 
new  mihnfje  proposed  to  he  aided,  and 
next  ill  reaard  to  the  additional  guar- 
antee to  he  provided  for  the  tirst  section 
of  the  road  hetween  Nortli  Vancouver 
and    Fort   (Jeorye. 

Had  I  heen  in  a  jiosition  two  years 
ago  to  anticipate  the  increased  cost  ot 
cunstruction  as  well  as  the  money 
sti  inyency,  I  miyht  have  been  able  tn 
advise  Parllameiit  better  with  regard 
to  tlie  guarantee  lirst  arrangeil.  Kaillns 
that,  however,  and  louniiiig  upon  a 
continuance  of  normal  conditions,  the 
bill  as  enacted  two  years  aiio  was  the 
best  under  the  circumstances  the 
Proviniial    Government    could    submit. 

I  am  fortunate  in  being  able  to  say 
that,  despite  tlie  unlooked  for  con- 
ditions, the  company  behind  this  project 
has  been  most  active  in  its  operations 
and  tlint  no  time  has  been  lost  In 
procee'ling  with  tlifc  business  ot  con- 
struction  in   a   most   substantial    way. 

The  route  of  the  I'aciflc  Great 
Eastern  is  one  which  for  years  past 
has  been  the  subject  of  a  great  deal 
of  Investigation  as  well  as  considerable 
controversy.  Several  charters  have 
been  i.«s  led  for  standard  yuaijo  railways 
throug'i  the  section  of  country 
pre>>'iuly  to  be  traversed  by  this  line. 
Hon. 'Ill  able  :;entlemen  may  recaK,  with 
little  or  no  difficulty,  the  fact  that  not 
only  Federal  but  Provincial  charters 
have  been  issued  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  Itearini?  upon  a  section  of 
Hrilish  Columbia  that  will  be  opened 
up  by  the  construction  of  the  Pacilie 
Great  Eastern.      But   it   was   not   until  a 


local  syndicate,  the  Howe  Sound  & 
I'emlierton  Meadows  llailway  Company, 
(ommenced  the  construction  of  a  small 
iiiilijge  some  five  years  ago  that  the 
.suhjict  of  railway  buildini,'  to  tlie 
Interior  from  Vancouver  liy  way  of 
S(iuainLsh  became  a  live  issue.  Tlien 
it  w.is  throuah  the  intlueiice  and 
courage  exlilbited  l>y  some  prominent 
Vancouver  people  that  a  considerable 
expenditure  of  money  was  made  upon 
construction  from  the  head  of  Howe 
.Sound  towards  the  Interior  in  the 
bulldini,'  of  a  small  mileage  of  standard 
f;'iage  track.  After  the  construction 
liad  proceeded  a  few  miles,  two  branch 
lines  were  built  to  accelerate  the 
lumber  industry  in  the  district,  but 
witli  the  exception  of  these  works 
nothin'.r    more    was    carried    nut. 

We  found,  as  a  Government,  when 
we  api)roached  the  project  involved  in 
the  Parific  Great  Esstern  that  there 
were  many  and  difficult  complications 
ahead  because  of  the  numerous  I'Vderal 
and  Provincial  charters  outstanding. 
There  was  the  Vancouver,  Westminster 
&  Yukon  charters,  which  carried  with 
it  the  Federal  subvention  for  a  mileage 
of  upwards  of  ITifl  miles  with  surveys 
thrnucrh  to  Fort  Geoiee.  There  was 
■■'<o  the  Jlowe  Sound  &  Pemberton 
-.endows  Company,  and  other  corpora- 
tions as  wtdl,  seeking  rights  and 
rhart(  rs    for    tlie    .'^ame   ground. 

There  was  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Province  to  injure  any  hgiti- 
mate  investments  made  in  .ailway 
r. instruction  in  this  portion  of  the 
country,  b.it  there  was  ,alwa>"s  the 
di'tei  inination  on  the  part  of  the 
Oivirnment  that  from  the  moment  we 
might   attack    thi;    enterprise    "e    should 
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!')•<•■  111!  tlnif  Htiil  spall'  w.  rffort  In 
I'liNKlriK  ..II  with  It  In  a  l.iiHln»«Hllkf 
»:iy.  si>  thiit  wllhlii  a  leasoiiahle 
!>•  ihiil  i.f  time  «.•  would  be  able  to  go 
t..  the  peopl,.  of  Mrltlsh  Columbia  «llh 
Komc   tiinfc'lhli'   I'.Kiilt.u. 

Thire  hhh  moiv  than  an  or.llnuiv 
r,'a.«on  f.„  this.  1„.,u„h-.  while  In  the 
'I.i.VN  unn-  i,y  that  vast  and  rpsoiircoful 
I.TMtory  l.vln«  alony  thr  .S,|unml«h  an.l 
I  I'twr  Ktiis..r  ValU-VN  iind  otT  Into  the 
'•MU->,ih,  and  Kort  (Jeorse  country 
s-.m.d  to  Invite  the  private  exploita- 
tion of  lallway  l.ulIdlnK.  there  wan  also 
the  new  national  i '  inHrontinental  rail- 
way from  theYel|owheadl-a.«.«  to  I'rince 
Itupert  to  be  eioisldered  ax  well.  There 
was  the  absolute  neeesHltylmiM.sed  upon 
us  to  provl,!,.  eontaot  between  the  South- 
ern zone  of  eountry  and  the  national 
transcontinental.  If  we  proposed  to 
extend  to  the  people  of  British 
Columbia  all  the  advanta;.-es  that  they 
were  entitled  to  expect  fmn.  the  opera- 
tion  of  the  railroad  systi  ms  of  the 
country. 

And,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  lime  has  been 
lost.  '"he  various  eomplbatlona  have 
been  fairly  dealt  with.  In  respect  to 
the  project  of  the  Howe  Sound  & 
I'emberton  Meadows  Hallway  Syndl.ate 
we  were  face  to  faee  with  the  strong 
protest  f  these  people  asalnst  any 
trespass  on  the  part  of  the  Fnclllc 
(Jieat  Eastern  corporation  on  the  terrl- 
tory  which  they  rewarded  as  their  own. 
So  that  their  Investment  mlsht  be 
protected  and  so  that  the  Pacine  Great 
Eastern  might  be  Induced  to  make  use 
of  the  trackasre  already  provided,  the 
company,  in  conference  with  all  the 
interests  Involved,  succeeded  In  making 
arrangements  wliieh  entitled  the  new 
company  to  take  over  the  old  trackage 
and  make  It  part  and  parcel  of  their 
eystem. 

There  have  been  other  difficult  prob- 
lems to  solve  In  connection  with  this 
charter,  -but  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
advise  the  House  tonight  that  all  of 
them  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt 
with.  The  publi,-  interest  has  been 
served  and  the.  raclfio  Great  Eastern 
corporation  has  been  plared  In  a  posi- 
tion that  would  enable  It  to  press  on 
with    its   undertaking. 

.\t  the  present  time  there  are  4,000 
men  engaged  in  the  work  of  construc- 
tion along  this  line,  distributed  for  the 
most  part  between  Squamlsh  and 
Clinton.  Surveys  for  the  entire  line 
to     Fort     George    have    been     completed 


ami    e\ery thing    Is    In    readlneSH    for    the 
l.tthu'  -'f  contracts  I.,  uveen  Clinton  and 
I'oit    (!eor,-.'    and   It    is    the    intention   of 
the    company,    within    the    next    sixty    or 
ninety    days,    to    have    the    greater    part, 
If   not    all,   of    ihe   mileaue    from   Clinton 
lo    |-oit    (J.orge    <'overei|    with     Workmen 
and    the    business    of    construction    well 
in    hand.       If    the    estimates     that    have 
been    submitted    are    correct,    I    am    able 
to    tell    the    House    tonight    that    by    mid- 
winter    of     next     y.ar,     say     I'ebruary, 
IHI.'i,   the   gradient    between    the   elties  of 
N'lrth    Vancouver   and    I'ort    George    will 
1"     lomiileted,    and    most    of    It    will    be 
covered    with    trackage.      In    addition    to 
this,     within     the     next     thi-ee     or     four 
nionihs,    rails    will    he   laid    continuously 
from    Squamlsh    to    Cllntor    and   a    train 
service      will      be      Installed      over      that 
.section   of   the  line.      There    ,<  a    portion 
of      the      road      between     Si|uamlsh     and 
Morse  Shoe  Tlay   that   means  very  heavy 
eonstruetlon     work.       The    character    of 
the    country    there    Is    extremely    moun- 
tainous,   and    I    am    advised    that    every 
foot    of    the    thirty    or    moie    miles    of    it 
will    mean    the    moat    expensive    kind    of 
rotik    work.       It    Is    explained    that     this 
mileage,   which    will  cost  on   the  average 
about    1100.000   a    mile    to   construct,   has 
not  been  attacked  so  far  because  It  waa 
not    deemed    the    most    economic    policy 
to    pursue    to    Invest    so   much    money    In 
mileage     that     could      not     iiossibly     be 
revenue-producing       until        the       other 
sections    were    built. 

N'ow,  sir.  the  whole  of  t.ils  mileage 
is  accessible  from  tide  water  and  It  Is 
quite  feasible  to  arrange  for  the 
distribution  of  gangs  of  workmen 
throughout  Its  entire  length,  and  In 
doing  so  to  practically  guarantee  that 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  or  at  all  events 
early  next  Spring,  the  entire  section 
will  be  completed  and  we  can  count 
upon  havin.ar  a  continuous  grade  from 
North  Vancouver  right  through  to  the 
City  of   Fort  George, 

There  are  one  or  two  points  which 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  me-itlon  while 
tills  part  of  the  line  Is  under  considera- 
tion. First  and  foremost,  I  would 
direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  necessity  for  early  action  In  regard 
to  the  construction  of  the  bridge  at 
the  Second  Narrows.  The  obligatlon.s 
of  the  Pacific  Great  Eastern  Impose 
upon  the  company  a  direct  connection 
with  the  City  of  Vancouver,  and  It  Is 
generally  admitted  that  the  roi  ■  must 
cross      Burrard      Inlet     at      the      Second 
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NariowH.  I  n-Ki't  ti>  liavf  to  'iiinrt 
that,  while  the  Provincial  Oovernment 
has  priivldiil  a  siilivciitlon  .if  |100,0«li, 
anil  while  thi-  I'ldcial  Government  ha* 
made  an  esllinat  •  of  $350,000.  and  while 
larsf  iniinlelpil  niihvcntlons  of  the  City 
of  Vaiii-cuver  and  nelKhhoiirlns  niiiiilil- 
paJltlCH  h.>\e  uIho  been  arranged,  to 
date  practlrally  nothlOR  lieyuiiil  the 
druwinK  of  the  plans  anil  the  calUni; 
for   tenderw    has    h.en   ai  lompllKhed. 

I  do  not  HlHh  to  find  fault  with  any 
of  the  interest!)  affected  by  the  Second 
N'arrowH  hrld({e  proposals,  because  the 
Provincial  (loverrinient  has  Invariably 
civen  It  out  as  Its  t'olicy  that  the 
general  public  Interest  would  best  be 
served  If  the  structure  were  built  at 
the  Second  Narrows  under  the  control 
of  any  corporation,  independant  of  all 
of  them,  but  of  sufficient  proportions 
and  strength  to  be  used  by  all  the  rail- 
way companies  upon  fair  terms,  and 
with  adeiiwate  provision  for  foot  and 
vehicular    traffic, "not    subject    to    tolls. 

The  idans  of  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry, 
the  most  eminent  London  enKlneer, 
Were  expected  by  sr>me  of  the  board, 
if  not  all  of  them,  to  be  adopted,  but 
It  was  disclosed  on  a  careful  Investlga- 
tlon  that  to  have  attempted  to  proceed 
with  the  bulldin.!?  of  the  bridge  on  the 
plans  of  Sir  Jdhn  Wolfe  Barry  would 
have  meant  an  expenditure  of  at  least 
two  and  a  half  million  dollars;  and  in 
consld'iinj,-  the  nature  of  the  under- 
taklr?,  the  fact  that  the  company  was 
an  Independent  one  and  that  It  -would 
demand  all  those  various  subBldles 
and  subventions  for  suffli  lent  financial 
support  to  go  on  with  the  undertaking, 
seemed  to  weigh  materially  against 
the  effective  Inauguration  of  the  work. 

The  project  has,  in  consequence,  been 
deferred,  and  the  Goverr.ment  has  been 
compelled  by  the  various  interests  to 
step  in  and  become  more  closely 
asoodated  with  the  enterprise  The 
Federal  Administration,  through  the 
Vancouver  Member,  Mr.  Stevens,  would 
appear  to  take  the  ground  that  the 
bildse  must  be  owned  and  controlled 
by   this   private  corporation. 

For  the  Government  to  undertake  a 
responsibility  that  would  Involve  us  in 
a  very  heavy  work  and,  of  necessity, 
a  very  costly  one,  has  not  so  far  com- 
mended itself  to  the  Government,  but 
at  the  same  time  we  are  anxious  to 
see  the  bridge  built,  because  we  realize 
that  on  general  principles  it  ought  to 
be     built     and     also     bocauae     of     the 


programme  (,r  the  I'Hcitlr  Great 
Kastern,  In  whiih  we  are  deeply  iiiler- 
e.«te<l.  Tliin  again,  the  Canadian  Pacltic 
Uullway  Is  said  to  l>e  anxlonK  .o  get 
«  (rain  service  In  .Nurth  \  ani>  lUver, 
and  I  have  not  the  slightest  d.iibt  in 
my  mind  tlmt  the  Canadian  Vurtbern 
will  bi'  seekliii:  the  same  |)rlvllei;e,  so 
that,  no  matter  from  what  viewpoint 
tlie  subject  Is  apiiroached,  there  Is  con- 
siderable urgency  In  the  case  and  the 
work    must    be    goii.-    on    with. 

So  far  as  I  propose  to  go  in  associat- 
ing this  matt. I  with  the  Pacirt.-  (Jre.at 
.  Kastern  subventions,  I  should  like  to 
say  that  the  tunnel  and  bridge  coinp.my 
and  the  Pacitic  Great  ICastern  cm  botii 
rely  on  the  best  offices  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a.sslst  In  pressing  on  with  the 
work  in  any  manner  consistent  with 
the  public  interest  and  the  position  we 
have  taken  throughout.  1  see  no  reason 
why,  within  the  next  three  or  four 
months,  some  real  and  energetic  means 
may  not  be  devised  whereby  it  can  be 
ilemonstrated  to  the  people  of  Burrard 
Inlet  particularly,  and  the  people  of 
Mrltlsh  Columbia  yenerally,  that  this 
long-looked  for  bridge  Is  presently  f. 
become  an  actuality,  and  that  the  train 
Kervice  proposed  by  the  PaclHc  Great 
Kastern  will  be  through  to  Vancouver 
ver.v  shortly  after  the  line  is  completed 
from  Fort  George  Into  N'orth  Van- 
cou\'er. 

In  addition  to  this  question,  ami 
affecting  the  first  section  of  the  roail, 
you  will  observe  that.  while  the 
mileage  treated  was  originally  450 
miles,  in  the  Act  now  before  the  House 
It  Is  stated  to  be  iKXi  miles.  We  uni'-r- 
took  to  provide  for  this  additional 
thirty  miles  the  same  guarantee  that 
covers  the  4,50  miles.  The  ofti.-ial 
returns  give  the  length  of  the  roa.i  at 
tsO  miles,  and  this  accounts  for  the 
change    from    the    original    proposal. 

When  the  bill  of  1912  was  submitted 
to  the  House  the  estimated  cost  of 
construction  was  In  the  neighborhood 
offf  145,000  a  mile.  The  figures  as 
reported  now  would  make  the  con- 
struction cost  at  the  rate  of  |S8,000 
throughout  the  whole  work,  or  a  total 
of  127,840.000  for  the  line.  This  will 
leave,  raising  the  guarantee,  as  the 
bill  proposes,  to  1 42,000  per  mile, 
$16,000  a  mile  to  be  found  by  the 
Pacific  Great  Eastern,  or  17,680,000 
altogether. 

The  character  of  the  country  through 
which   the   line   passes   Is  not   so   rugged 


for  the  mont  part  at  that  travRmed  by 
the  Canaillan  Northern.  With  the 
pxciiiihin  of  Bome  mileaKP  arouiid  Howe 
Simnil  thfrp  are  mi  phyHlcal  ccinilttUinn 
iiulto  BO  prohlbltUe  iin  the  Pnclflc 
Orcat  Kastcrn  aa  thowe  prvtu'ritrd  on  the 
Canadian  Northern  ruclllr,  nne  nectlon 
of  w'llch.  In  the  vicinity  of  Savonan 
Prairie,  Is  costing  In  the  neighbor- 
hood of  $101,000  a  inllp.  Nor  Is  It 
propost'd  on  thi-  I'udtlc  Orpat  Eaatern, 
nor  Would  the  maracter  of  the  country 
permit  It,  to  have  the  same  eary  and 
economic  gradlentx  that  are  to  I  found 
on  the  Canadian  Northfrn.  In  a  large 
meanure.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Paclflc  Great 
ICastern  baa  been  treated  by  Parliament 
nnd  the  country  aa  a  colonization  line, 
where  In  the  usual  course  of  events 
there  aie  not  to  be  found  the  same 
(InWhert  structuii  -^  In  the  way  of 
bridges,  and  the  .same  heavy  roadbed 
for  traffic  that  you  will  Hod  on  the 
well  standardized  railway.  But  th« 
point  I  want  to  mak  clear  is  that 
while  the  original  obllt;atlon  of  the 
I'aclflc  Great  Kastern  actually  obliges 
that  road  to  build  on  a  standard  equal 
to  the  Canadian  Northern  between 
Wlnnlpci,'  and  Edmonton,  It  Is  desired 
by  this  corporation,  an  Independ  :.it  and 
local  pioneer  coloi  Ization  corporf  tlon, 
to  make  the  best  of  "he  Investment  and 
to  offer  the  best  trackage  that  condi- 
tions will  permit  between  the  Peace 
River    and    the    City    of    Van!  r>uver. 

The  country  thus  traversed  has  been 
dealt  with  by  nie  before  now.  I  referred 
to  the  section  between  Fort  G'-orge  and 
the  City  of  Vancouver  when  I  Intro- 
duced this  policy  to  the  House  two 
years  ago.  I  pointed  out  at  the  t!me 
that  there  would  appear  to  be  from 
Squamlsh  to  Fort  George  a  section  of 
the  Province  equal  to  the  highest 
agricultural  and  mineral  development. 
The  Squamlsh  district,  despite  its 
many  handicaps,  had  already  proved 
that  it  was  a  most  up-to-date  district. 
The  reports  from  miners  and  prospec- 
tors who  went  into  the  lountry  were 
all  of  the  most  gratifying  and  en- 
couraging nature.  Pemherton  Meadows 
and  the  nearby  vicinity,  since  the 
earliest  days  of  settlement  in  the 
country  has  been  regaiied  as  one  of 
the  richest  agricultural  zones  that  we 
possess.  LiUooet  had  alr?ady  proven 
its  worth  in  the  way  of  fruits  and 
other  products,  which  were  brought  to 
Vancouver  in  competition  with  the 
products    of    the    Okanagan     and     other 


interior  secllonn.  As  for  the  valley  of 
the  KrH-Hpr  the  Ciirlbon  dl.itrlct.  Fort 
George  and  Chl!jotln  Country,  It  would  be 
dllllcult  for  luf  to  add  to  the  accounts 
that  have  itlreaily  been  given  by  men 
Well  \eiHed  In  the  subject  thoy  speak 
of.  It  bus  been  my  privilege  for  many 
sessions  to  listen  to  the  speeches  of 
Ihi'  .Members  for  Cariboo  and  other 
(lUlrbtM  of  the  Province  is  to  the 
aoruli-rful  poHslbllitles  for  agricultural 
ibHelopment.  and  on  SVveral  ocrasiois 
I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  look 
over  the  territory  myself  and  to  be 
satisfied  as  to  what  that  resourceful- 
ness can  .ind  must  mean  presently 
when,  through  the  operations  of  the 
Paclflc  Great  Kastern.  it  has  a.i 
opportunity  of  expressing   Itself 

As  to  the  lead  mines  of  the  Cb  Iboo, 
I  think  their  latent  wealth  is  a  matier 
of  record  and  that,  given  an  oppor- 
tunity In  the  shape  of  proper  trans- 
portation facilities,  thay  will  Jo  much 
toward  giving  Brii..ih  Columbia  the 
place  .xhe  has  a  right  to  occupy.  There 
Is  abundance  of  evidence  to  show  that 
the  lead  deposits  are  numerous  and  of 
such  a  character  as  will  undoubtedly 
attract    universal   attention. 

This  brlng.<<  me  to  Fort  George  Itself, 
where,  instead  of  still  pressing  on  into 
a  veritable  pioneer  district,  the  Pacific 
Great  E^astern,  when  it  makes  contact 
with  the  limits  of  the  place,  will  be  at 
once  brought  Into  touch  with  the 
national  transcontinental.  If  there  was 
not*  Ing  else  to  justify  the  building  of 
this  road  to  Vance  iver  than  the  con- 
striction  of  the  national  transconti- 
nental, I  think  that  circumstance  in 
itself  would  be  ample;  and  when  we 
couple  with  that  fact  the  wondrous 
wealth  of  the  Intervening  territory  that 
lies  between  Fort  George  and  'he  City 
of  Vancouver,  we  have  such  a  com- 
plete and  fascinating  story  that  It 
would  be  difficult  indeed  for  any  person 
interested  in  the  Proirlnce  to  refrain 
from  going  Into  tv-sticies  over  the 
possihilltles   of   developnent. 

While  T  cannot  claim  for  the  Pacific 
Great  Eastern  the  same  status  as  a 
railway  corporiition  that  Is  occupied  to- 
day by  the  Canadian  Northern,  I  can 
.say  that  the  Government  was  careful 
enough  to  see  before  committing  itself 
to  this  corporation  that  there  was  no 
uncertainty  as  to  Its  backing  and  traffic 
arrangements  with  the  Grand  Trunk 
Paclflc.  Reference  to  the  Provincial 
Acts    of    1912    will    show    that    there    Is 
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an  acrexir  vn  up  by  the  Attomoy- 

<IfncraI  o  Uimlila,  which  pro- 

vide!  that  f>  ,      .afflc   or   the   Grand 

Trunk  Pacirii!  froMi  Monctnn  to  Fort 
neorjjp  and  fi-o-n  IntPrvenlnit  points, 
dpMtlnpil  for  Vanc;  jr.  will  reach  the 
commercial  metropolm  of  the  country 
over  tlio  llnna  or  the  Pacific  Great  Ena'. 
ern.  Ili-re  1«  a  con  blnatlnn  of  condi- 
tion* that  ought  to  make  honourable 
Rentlemen  reot  Ratllled  that  •Here  la 
ample  security  to  tho  treabury  of  Brltliih 
'"olumbla  for  every  dollar  K»aranteed  to 
le  paid. 

Deallntr  vtth  the  line  from  Grand 
Forks  to  the  North  opena  up  at  once 
a  new  vista  of  pnsslbllltlea.  We  have 
on  record  In  our  archives  and  In  our 
vurldiis  departments  many  different  r.c- 
counts  of  the  Peace  River  Country,  some 
of  them  extendlnir  back  over  fifty  year*. 
Many  oi  them  are  moat  tnterestlngr.  but 
they  all  deal  with  the  name  theme, 
namely,  the  wealth  of  that  country.  I 
have  yet  to  hear  one  single  word  that 
has  been  said  In  favour  of  tne  develop- 
ment of  this  zone  without  having  that 
woi  1  associated  with  ihe  building  of  a 
railway.  It  Is  this  that  the  Govern  nent 
now  proposes  to  provide.  We  have 
watched  with  Increasing  Interest  the 
settlement  of  the  Peace  River  Country, 
and  we  are  advised  on  authority  that  In 
one  part  of  It  several  hundred  people 
settled  there  this  year.  We  hear  from 
reliable  sources  at  Edmonton  that  people 
are  ROlng  Into  f  '  part  of  the  country 
not  In  hundreds,  .  In  thousands.  It 
Is  common  knowlcdt,'<>  that  there  Is  a 
very  considerable  settL-^ment  there  to- 
day. It  Is  equally  well  known  that, 
with  ,a  view  to  havlns;  their  .<hare  In  the 
benefits  to  be  derived,  the  Government 
of  Alberta  has  very  heavily  tsslsted  a 
ro.ui  from  RilmTnton,  whoso  terminal 
will  be  located  In  the  Peace  Rlvjr  Coun- 
try, and  whose  operations  must  be  de- 
signed to  perform  a  very  wholesome 
wcrk  In  the  expansion  of  that  portion 
of  Alberta  and  Northern  British  Colum- 
bia. Unquestionably,  the  Edmonton 
merchant  is  alive  to  the  business  of 
the  Peace  River  Country,  and  he  has 
every  right  to  be.  He  would  not  bo 
entitled  to  a  part  In  the  business  unless 
he  were  a  man  fully  alive  to  the  pos- 
sibilities of  the  right  kind  that  might  . 
offer. 

This  I"j  the  reason,  sir,  why  we  should 
bo  spurred  on  to  action.  We  should 
conceive  It  to  be  In  the  general  public 
Interest    that    the    Province    of    British 


Columbia  should  not  be  behind  In  the 
march  of  progresM  ami  should  attack 
without  delay  the  proposal  to  build  a 
standard  gauge  road  Into  the  Peace 
Ulver  Country  and  give  to  the  people 
■>r  Vancouver  and  Victoria  and  the  ither 
Southern  sections  of  ine  country  every 
advantafc-e  that  t.e  plor-er  section  of 
Pri'lMh    Columbia    has  ri^ht    to    ex- 

pect from  the  growth  f  \.',n  new  and 
Kreat  North. 

The  stories  that  rome  to  us  with  re- 
gard to  the  Peice  River  Country  i.iake 
most  Interesting-  reading,  but  t  would 
he  trespansInK  upon  the  time  of  the 
House  If  I  attempted  to  relate  any  of 
them.  I  wish  to  say,  however,  that 
they  have  a  tremendous  bearing  upon 
the  Issue.  The  coal  fields  of  the  Peace 
River  Country  to  be  traversed  by  this 
roa  I  are  of  undoubted  valu^  _nd  con- 
siderable extent,  and  upon  proper  de- 
velopment they  promise  to  give  to  the 
world  thi.  Treatest  producing  coal  mines 
extant.  The  quality  of  the  product  Is 
not  surpassed  anywhere,  and  our  In- 
formation Is  to  the  effect  that  there  is 
an  abundance  of  It. 

We  are  advised,  too,  that  the  Iron 
deposits  of  British  Columbia  are  of  an 
exce!Ient  commercial  luallty.  Reports 
have  comt  In  mcently  which  go  to  show 
that  almost  along  the  tracks  of  the  line 
there  are  almost  lIMmltable  Iron  de- 
tosits.  from  which  the  mineral  may  be 
brought  presently  to  a  point  where  with 
fu>l  condltio.-is  warranting,  we  stiall  be 
able  to  turn  out  an  iron  product  second 
to  none  on  the  continent  of  America. 

But.  In  ai'dltlon  to  coal  and  ore  de- 
posits, we  have  extensive  grazing  lands, 
^-^nderful  timber  belts  and  vast  water- 
wayt.  All  of  these  things  seem  to  mo 
to  offer  an  trres. stable  case  that  would 
more  than  Justify  the  project  to  -  'lich 
the  Government  proposes  in  this  bill  to 
commit  itself. 

.Since  It  has  been  reported  to  *he  Ad- 
ministration that  in  four  months'  time, 
or,  at  the  moL ;,  six  months,  the  main 
work  of  the  Granr"  Trunk  Pacltis  will 
have  been  compU  d,  and  upwards  of 
four  or  five  the  isand  men  will  ha  c 
beer  'Jischarged  from  their  1ally  voca- 
tion, it  will  be  a  fortuna  .  thing  for 
the  company  and  for  these  workmen  e.s 
well  that,  without  having  to  leave  the 
Far  North  and  seek  a  new  field  for 
their  labours,  they  can  at  once  apply 
them  to  the  extension  of  the  Pacific 
Great  Eastern  into  the  Peace  River 
Country. 


Thi'Lo  in  anotliiT  H»|HM-t  iif  the  caae 
thut  appciilM  to  till-  MtronKly,  eapecla!ly 
for  th.'  Inat  li-ii  nr  twt-lvr  yi-ara.  iilnco 
I  lovi  fri'iiii«>ntly  vl«lt««(l  Northern  lirlt 
li  M  I'liliimhla  an<l  Alnnka.  and  that  la 
the  rttHHailllty  iif  vxti'iiinriR  ihn  racltlc 
'Ireat  Kamern  ttinniKh  tli«  Poare  KUor 
rmiiitiy  ihroiiKh  the  Yukon  and  thence 
to  Alaaka.  If  any  peraon  ten  yeara  ago 
had  BtTloiiMly  ciiinmitti>d  hlmai-lf  to  a 
Mtati-ment  that  railroad  conairuc'lon  of 
liny  i-iiii-.|.lit,ii.|..  iiiMitniliiilf  In  Alu.ikii 
.voulil  In-  fi  ;iK|hIe  or  commercially  poa- 
alhle,  he  m.iat  at  once  have  been  ."in- 
ileinned  as  a  mont  Imsponalble  peraon. 
It  waa  the  habit  at  that  time  to  'efo. 
to  the  I'ar  .\orth  aa,  perhaps,  •  aectinn 
of  iiiiKitrv  ?  (..-IP  VI  (I  liy  I'lun  lil.iiif  for 
the   hiK  same  hunter. 

I  believi  that  'he  time  haa  now  come 
fur  the  btillilinK  t  a  railroad  throush 
Northern  Brltlah  Columbia  to  the  Tuko  i 
and  Alaaka,  and  I  may  aay  that  Ihi' 
nithnrltlea  a  WanhlnKton  and  Ottawa 
iii\|.  Iioth  Ki>n<'  Mil  tar  u.m  to  heartily 
.  iidorHe  aomc  iiroject  of  co-operation  In 
the  building  of  thla  line.  The  extension 
of  the  Pacific  Great  Elaatern  Into  the 
I't'aoc  ItlviT  Coiiiitry  u  III  niaki-  a  Kpleli- 
dld  Initial  step  towards  the  conatnic- 
tiiiii  of  a  .Viiilh  anil  .'^unth  rallwiij. 
From  Fort  George  the  line  will  go 
diii'itly  Ninth  til  thi.  IMiwnlp  Itivn-,  and 
this  section  of  the  line  might  ulti- 
mately b<.  lined  aa  the  flrat  step  In  the 
proposed   extension    to   Alaska. 

The  building  of  this  railway  would 
effectually  put  Alaska  on  the  man  not 
only  80  far  aa  the  United  States  is  con- 
cerned, but  also  80  far  aa  British  Colum- 
bia Is  concerned,  and  at  the  aam*  tj::ie 
it  would  link  up  a  vast  Intervening 
territory  of  tremendous  productive 
value.  British  Columbia  occupies  the 
un'.'iue  position  of  being  located  between 
parts  of  the  great  Union  of  this  con- 
tinent, lioth  to  the  N'oith  iind  theSoiith, 
and.  while  the  construction  of  this 
arterial  line  opens  up  tremendous  pos- 
sibilities for  our  cousins  beyond  the 
boundary  line,  yet  rfe  must  not  forget 
that  it  would  davelop  country  where 
enormous  potential  wealth  is  In  the 
Northern  area  of  this  Province,  aiul, 
incidentally,  do  moro  than  anything  else 
to  cement  the  friendship  and  amity  of 
the  two  great  nations  of  this  continent. 
It  aeems  to  me  that  the  Hon.  Frank- 
lin K.  Lane,  Minister  of  the  Interior 
for  the  United  .States,  made  an  epoch 
In  national,  and  even  international,  his- 
tory when  he  secured  the  passage  of  a 


lilll  ii|iprnprlii)lnK  $36,000,000  for  tlic 
liivelnpiii.nt  uf  a  national  railway  aya- 
tem  fur  AInaka.  I  ha\e  attempted  to 
-Milllvute  intiT'St  In  the  Uritlsh  Culum- 
lila-Viikon  mad.  and  since  thla  I'rovlnca 
U  bound  to  protlt  mat.  rially  by  its  con- 
Mlrurtlun  where  should  there  Iw  more 
Intereat  In  the  matter  than  here  in 
liilliMh    Ciiliiiiiliia' 

Of  course  I  wish  it  to  be  undsrMtood 
that  the  project  for  the  Province  to 
take  up  In  a  alngle  handed  manner  at 
llie  present  time  la  too  expenalve,  but  in 
saying  that  1  am  admitting  the  only 
pimBllile  reitMiin  for  not  preaaing  the 
project  forward  at  once.  Tho  matter 
at  preaent  lies  In  the  hands  of  the  Oov- 
ernments  at  Washington  and  Ottawa, 
and  It  la  in  their  power  to  give  life 
to  thl«  Idea  and  secure  Its  splendid  ful- 
lUment  within  the  next  five  years.  I 
do  not  wlah  to  be  understood  as  pro- 
mulgating a  political  platfor>"  on  thla 
Hiibjcct.  To  my  mind  theie  ...  no  rea- 
son  m  the  world  why  Liberals  and  Con- 
aervatlves  alike  should  not  combine  on 
this  great  Issue  and  press  forward  the 
undertaking  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power.  It  U  a  matter  of  record  that 
in  connection  with  the  Hudson  Bay 
Itallway.  iiiemjer.s  of  Imth  parties  We'? 
agreed  as  to  the  justification  for  the 
line,  and  it  was  largely  through  their 
united  effort  that  the  project  became  an 
accomplished  fact.  1  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  however,  that  the  opening  of 
the  British  Columbia,  Yukon  and  Alaska 
Hallroad  will  be  ten  times  more  valu- 
able than  the  comoletlon  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  line.  We  pride  ourselves  on  the 
Northern  area  of  our  Province,  but 
what  good  Is  it  all  to  ua  if  it  is  left 
undeveloped,  and  I  claim  that  develop- 
ment  can  only  take  place  by  the  ex- 
tension of  our  North  and  «outh  lines. 
In  a  very  short  time  we  shall  be 
celebrating  the  Centenary  of  Peace  on 
this  continent.  I  regard  that  as  a  grsat 
and  inspiring  epoch,  .ind  I  would  like  to 
say  in  connection  with  it  that  I  can 
imagine  no  more  fitting  way  of  cele- 
brating this  festival  than  by  the  con- 
summation of  the  arrangements  of 
rights  Involved  In  a  project  to  under- 
take tbs  construction  of  a  line  under  a 
Joint    nigh    commission. 

It  is  a  good  thing  for  us  to  hold 
.sacred  some  shrine  in  old  England,  to 
erect  a  tablet  in  the  crypt  of  St.  Paul's 
or  to  make  other  proper  monuments  and 
memorials,  but  to  my  mind  nothing 
could  be  more  lasting  or  impressive  as 


B  |.i.i..r  ..I  I. Ill  ■trotiK  faith  In  the  con- 
llniiiiiK'..  ,,r  firacu  that  b  rallwnv.  optr- 
aliiil  niiiruiilly  iinil.r  inrnmliiKlori  hy 
ImiUi  riHMi.fiH.  I,)  whiili  wi.  could  point 
««  iiri  i'Xinii|.l.'  of  II  .r  rrlPnillinPNa  eviry 
ili»>    i>f  the  y.-Hr. 

Our  r.lathiiiH  wllh  th.-  rnllfil  Htm.x 
art'  uilinliiilili-  ni  thi'  pr.  xml  llriir,  iiml 
I  ■»■!■  MM  t'liiMiih  why  thi'y  Mhniilil  iKiili.t-. 
■f>  any  ihuii«i'.  In  the  pa»t  ihry  hn\e 
li'rn  IfNtnl,  iinil  I  uni  «.ill>iiiil  that  on 
liotli  «(,|i«  thi'  t-Kt  hi*  hfi'n  h.irn.i  In 
the  inoM  hoiioiirahlf  anil  *alli«l'ylnK 
mannrr.  \iit  no  vi^ry  lonit  iiKn  we 
WITH  Hxkii!  to  .<ntiT  upon  a  traili'  part, 
aiiil  I  iicnl  not  rtTll.'  tii  you  the  clr- 
runiMlanicM  of  that  iinfortiinnti'  venture 
In  iiolltlrx  on  thin  hIiIh  or  thi-  lino,  but 
fill  vrntiiii-  thi'  opinion  that  nothliiB  ha-i 
iloni'  miiri>  to  ci^nifnt  ttu>  frlmilHhlp 
••Nixtliu-  liftHi'fn  thi'  two  nations  of 
"•anaila  ami  tin-  fnlt'd  HtatPH  than  thn 
ilpffiit  of  till'  ii'i'lproial  contract.  It 
fhowcil  our  coii?'ln»  that  we  stand  on 
our  own  rcsponnl'illltu.H  an.l  that,  whllt- 
wp  rt'jolci'  In  the  proupprlty  of  ihi» 
I'nilfil  Statf.H,  yd  wc  ri'spict  anil  love 
all  the  nioii'  the  land  In  which  we  live 
and  the  llaK  which  wr  have  been  taiiRlit 
to    honour. 

I  Hitl  not  conceal  fioui  you  my  per- 
Honal  hope  that  the  hulldlnx;  of  the 
Peace  Ulver  branch  of  the  PaclHc  Oreat 
KjHtern  may  be  the  mean.>f  of  hrlnKinK 
the  larger  Ihmuc  to  fruition.  It  In  a 
large  ls.sue,  and  on  that  ac-oiint  It  has 
teen  criticized  !iy  people  who  are  apt 
to  think  that  this  country  \n  pro'jress- 
Ing   too  rapidly.      1    have   little   patience 


rtlili  (..'xnimlMtH  at  any  time,  and  |>MI- 
ll.iilaily  In  reuai.l  t.i  thi-  proiipeclii 
mill  clextliiy  of  thU  I'rovinee.  Thin 
\V.-»iiin  country  U  uniloiiliti  dly  InrKe. 
;ind  it  niu«i  depend  for  lt«  d'-.  ilopment 
ii|ioii  men  of  hiTKe  anil  broad  Ide.i-  mil 
le.i  iitinn  the  ni  (1  who  are  content  to 
live  Iriim  day  to  il.iy  af  iv  be  done 
In    older    and     lettled    coiinnieH. 

.\|iiiit  altouetler  from  the  coiiiiiurclal 
riHp.it  of  tbU  lniernatloii.il  road  there 
Ix  :i  phaxe  of  loriMlderaHle  Import  nice 
tliul  1  Hoiild  like  to  r.f.i-  to  In  I  i«lMKle 
niird.  It  la  with  leyard  to  the  Htra- 
te«lc  iiniioi  tame  of  mich"  a  line.  [ 
will  s;rnplv  point  out  to  you  tlo-  '  .1 
that     from     the    Oulf    of    rallfmi  to 

fook'x  Inlet  there  are  pracllcilly  no 
fortifli  atloiiH  to  Mpeak  of  on  the  entire 
I'aiiric  PoaBt  and,  nil  you  aie  cware. 
there  Is  no  fleet  to  prf.tect  our  trade 
from  iioimlble  mnrau  >  -n.  It  will  take 
Keneratlons  to  pr  .  :«  fortifications 
and  even  longer  to  [Ui.vlde  navies,  but 
the  hiiUdlnK  oi'  tbU  line  Is  not  a  dlfll- 
eiilt  tas'  ,  nor  a  very  exiienwlve  on?, 
and  I  believe  that  nn|liln(f  would  be 
more  welcomed  to  the  department.* 
Interested  at  Ottawa,  Wishlnaton  and 
London  flum  the  propomil  to  eMtabllHh 
.•<iicli    a    railroad. 

.Mr.  Speaker.  I  have  detained  the 
IIoiLse  loniier  than  wa.s  my  Intention, 
hut  I  think  you  v^lll  a«ree  with  me  that 
the  Importance  of  -the  matter  la  my 
best  Jiistncatlon.  I  leave  the  matter 
In  your  hands,  and  trust  that  It  will 
en«age    your    serious    attention. 


